The tissues and mechanism of respiration are treated of in the next chapter. This is a very good part; and the section on ha3mo-globin, its properties and its derivatives, is one of the best in the book. The influence of the nervous system on respiration is carefully discussed, and it is concluded that the action of the respiratory centre is automatic. Chapter III. is devoted to secretion by the skin; and IV., to that by the kidneys. At p. 281 there is a statement regarding the effect of constricted and dilated cutaneous vessels on the secretion of urine, which puzzles us.
We now come to the metabolic tissues of the body, and to nutrition in general. The whole history of the glycogen question is excellent, the author holding that the older view of Bernard has not as yet been clearly disproved. Some very hypothetical suggestions as to the sources of urea in the economy are put forward.
The central nervous system and its instruments occupy the third book, which opens with a discussion on sensory nerves, the development of special end-organs, and the evolution of certain groups of nerve-cells connected therewith, and placed in the central nervous system in connexion with the so-called organs of sense. To each book there is added a short list of the classic authors and their chief publications. Scattered throughout the text are refer-ences to most of the newest publications on particular subjects. We think that the practitioner will find this work a great assistance to the better interpretation of many pathological phenomena meeting him in daily practice. The author has apparently been guided throughout in the production of this work by the true scientific spirit, and though in some respects it is not all that could be desired to supply the wants of a student of medicine, still it contains much that must stimulate thought, and thus lead to the more vital and earnest interest of the medical profession in the too much neglected department of physiology.
